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The meat processing industry is the fourth largest manufacturing sector in Canada, behind 
motor vehicles, petroleum products and wood products and leads the food processing industry 
in exports. 

During 2005, the market for meat processing equipment reached $109 million.  The industry 
continues to grow due to strong consumption patterns in both the U.S. and Far East.  There is a 
high degree of import penetration in the Canadian meat processing equipment market, with 
American suppliers holding 51% of import market share. Other major suppliers are Germany 
and the Netherlands.

There are no significant trade barriers impeding exports of U.S. manufactured meat processing 
equipment to Canada.  Under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), tariffs on all 
meat processing equipment imported into Canada were eliminated.  The Canadian Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) nets out at 6% of the duty-paid on a value-added basis at each resale level.

Adoption of advanced technologies in meat processing has been extensive over the past few 
years.  Some of the advanced technologies include computer-aided manufacturing, and 
automated material handling systems controlled by computers.  

Due to the 2003 BSE discovery in Canada, beef producers have had to review strategies on 
ways to handle a large increase in processing capacity.  New processing plants are being built, 
as well as existing facilities undergoing expansions.  Some facilities will handle cull cattle, while 
others will target specialty markets.

This industry report provides an overview of the Canadian meat processing equipment industry 
including:

Market Trends

Canada:  The Canadian Meat Processing Equipment Industry
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Import Market
Competition 
End-user Analysis
Market Access Information
Key Industry Contacts 
Trade Show Information

U.S. firms can receive a free copy of this report by contacting:

Crystal Roberts, Commercial Specialist
Crystal.Roberts@mail.doc.gov
U.S. Commercial Service – Calgary, Alberta
Phone: 1-403-265-2116
Fax:  1-403-266-4743

Firms located outside of the United States of America are subject to a US$500 fee.

How We Can Help You Export to Canada:  THINK BIG! THINK CANADA!

The U.S. Commercial Service provides U.S. firms with a wide range of cost effective business 
development services in Canada, including corporate matchmaking and assistance with finding 
agents and distributors.  With professionally staffed offices throughout Canada we can help U.S. 
firms promote their products and services and realize their full export potential.  Call us today 
and find out how we can help you join the largest trading relationship in the world or visit us at 
http://www.buyusa.gov/canada/en/.

To obtain similar reports on a variety of industry sectors/topics – Send us an email/give us a 
call!  The U.S. Commercial Service in Canada, with six offices and numerous Sector Specialists, 
regularly publishes similar reports on business opportunities, product analysis, regulatory 
requirements, industry market analysis and research on a variety of industry sectors and topics 
that highlight/identify export opportunities for U.S. companies.  Call us for an updated list of our 
pre-packaged analysis on your industry sector or let us know your needs.  We will be happy to 
customize reports for your products and services based on your goals and objectives.

To access CS Canada’s list of industry specialists with responsibility for other major sectors, 
visit http://www.buyusa.gov/canada/en/3.html.

The U.S. Commercial Service – Your Global Business Partner

With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 80 countries, the U.S. 
Commercial Service of the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and 
international marketing expertise to help U.S. companies sell their products and services 
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worldwide.  Locate the U.S. Commercial Service trade specialist in the U.S. nearest you by 
visiting http://www.export.gov/.
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